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Introduction
One cannot help but feel compelled to take action after watching The Road to Guantanamo.  
This special guide was created to provide additional background information, further reading, 
and action opportunities to help stop human rights abuses being committed at the detention 
facility at the US Navel Base at Guantanamo Bay.  

The guide is divided into four parts: 
¥ Part one addresses frequently asked questions about Guantanamo Bay.  
¥ Part two contains four case studies of individuals currently detained at Guantanamo 

Bay and provides a letter writing action in which you can participate.  
¥ Part three includes additional resources if you want to learn more about the human 

rights situation at Guantanamo, or about the larger issue of torture and inhuman 
treatment in the US-led Òwar on terror.Ó

¥ Part four includes petitions and individual actions calling for the detention center at 
Guantanamo to be closed, as well as additional ways to get involved in activism in 
community around stopping torture and inhuman treatment in the US-led Òwar on 
terror.Ó  

Many thanks for support of The Road to Guantanamo and for your interest in taking action 
against the types of abuses portrayed in the film.  Your help is urgently needed.  We hope that 
this guide will act as a resource for sustained activism until the abuses stop at Guantanamo 
and the detention facility is closed permanently.  
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Part I: Fact Sheet on Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

Who are the Guantanamo detainees?
Over 750 men from more than 40 countries have been held at Guantanamo since the first 
transfer of detainees in January, 2002.  Some were detained by US forces engaged in battle in 
Afghanistan, but the majority were picked up elsewhere.  Many were sold to the United 
States by Northern Alliance warlords and Pakistani authorities for $5,000 a head. Others 
were transferred to Guantanamo after being detained in countries such as Thailand, Bosnia 
and Gambia.  There are currently approximately 490 detainees in Guantanamo according to 
the Department of Defense, and approximately a third of the population is scheduled to be 
transferred to the custody of their home counties with a much smaller number scheduled for 
release.  When the US government first transferred detainees to Guantanamo, they asserted 
that Guantanamo was beyond the reach of US and international law, creating a law free zone. 
There have been numerous allegations of torture and inhuman treatment in Guantanamo 
including beatings, prolonged isolation and religious persecution.   

What are Combatant Status Review Tribunals and Administrative Review Boards?
In June, 2004, the Supreme Court ruled in ÒRasul v. BushÓ that detainees in Guantanamo did 
have access to federal court.  In response to the Supreme CourtÕs decision, the administration 
set up ÒCombatant Status Review Tribunals.Ó  The purpose of the tribunals was to determine 
whether or not an individual was an ÒEnemy Combatant.Ó  ÒEnemy CombatantÓ is not a term 
that previously existed in US or international law with a set definition that carries certain 
rights and restrictions.  It is a term that the US government began using in reference to 
detained persons alleged to have ties to terrorism to distinguish them from prisoners of war, 
who do have a defined status under the Geneva Conventions. Detainees had no legal 
representation and a federal court ruled that the process did not give adequate due process to 
detainees.  That ruling is awaiting a decision from the appeals court.

Administrative Review Boards (ARBs) are similar to a parole hearing except that the 
detainees facing ARBs have not been convicted of anything.  The panel considers three 
factors: 1) Whether the person is charged with a crime (those facing trial by military 
commission are not eligible for an ARB); 2) Whether the detainee still poses a threat; and 3) 
Whether the detainee was found to have Òcontinued intelligence value.”  If the answer to all 
three questions is no, then the detainee may be transferred off of Guantanamo.  Detainees 
currently slated for release or transfer were approved through the ARB process.

What are Military Commissions?
Pursuant to the PresidentÕs Military Order of November 2001, foreign detainees can be tried 
for alleged war crimes by military commission.  The process is a system that is created and 
run exclusively by Executive branch of government who writes the laws, charges the 
detainees, chooses the panel that hears the case and has ultimate review of the panelÕs 
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decision.  For these and other reasons, Amnesty International has found the proceedings do 
not meet the most minimal fair trials standards.  Currently, only 10 out of the approximately 
490 detainees have been charged and face trial by military commission.  None have gone to 
trial and the Supreme Court is currently considering the fairness of the proceedings.  
     

What is extraordinary rendition?
Some of the detainees were not brought to Guantanamo directly but instead rendered to a 
third country for detention and interrogation.  Extraordinary rendition is the forcible 
extralegal transfer of a person to a country with dubious human rights record for the purpose 
of detention and interrogation.  Detainees in Guantanamo have been rendered to places like 
Egypt, Morocco and Jordan before being taken back into US custody and sent to 
Guantanamo.  They have reported beatings, electric shocks, and being cut with a razor. 

Amnesty International believes that the US government should close the detention facilities at 
Guantanamo Bay immediately.  Those currently in custody should either be charged with a 
recognizable crime and tried in an established court or released unconditionally.
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Part II: Case Studies of Current Detainees at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

Over 750 men from more than 40 countries have been held in the detention facility at 
Guantanamo Bay since the first transfer of detainees in January 2002.  The situation of the 
detainees in Guantanamo Bay is characterized by the torture and inhuman treatment they 
suffer and the legal limbo in which they have been placed that affords them little recourse to 
challenge the conditions of their confinement.  

In June 2004, the Supreme Court ruled in Rasul v. Bush that detainees in Guantanamo did 
have access to federal court.  In response to the Supreme CourtÕs decision, the administration 
set up ÒCombatant Status Review TribunalsÓ (CSRTs) to determine whether or not an 
individual was an Òenemy combatant.Ó  ÒEnemy combatantÓ is not a term that previously 
existed in US or international law with a set definition that carries rights and restrictions.  
During the CSRTs process, detainees had no access to secret evidence used against them or to 
legal counsel, and evidence could be used against them that was extracted under torture or 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.

The detention and alleged torture and inhuman treatment of detainees at Guantanamo Bay 
contravene international human rights law.  Amnesty International believes that the US 
government should close the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay.  Those currently in 
custody should either be charged with a recognizable crime and tried in an established court 
that meets fair trial standards or released unconditionally and not returned to a country where 
they would face further human rights violations.  

Below are four case studies of individuals currently detained at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Case Study I: Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab

Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab, originally from Yemen, traveled to Pakistan in November 2000, 
reportedly to teach Islamic studies. When the international armed conflict in Afghanistan 
started in October 2001, he was in Kandahar, Afghanistan, with his family. Abdel Malik 
Abdel Wahab thought it would be best to leave Afghanistan via Pakistan. At the Afghan/
Pakistani border he attempted to contact the Yemeni embassy by presenting himself to the 
Pakistani authorities. According to Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab, the Pakistani authorities then 
"sold" him to the US authorities, who at the time were offering substantial rewards for 
suspected al-Qaeda members. He was held in US custody in Kandahar and then transferred to 
Guant‡namo Bay, where he remains. 

In custody in Kandahar, Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab says that he was beaten and had his 
thumb broken by US interrogators, and he was threatened with being held underground and 
deprived of daylight. Then, in Guant‡namo Bay, Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab says that he was:

¥ Left for long periods in rooms with the air conditioning running full blast
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¥ Subjected to prolonged periods of sleep deprivation;
¥ Threatened with transfer to Egypt or Jordan where he would be tortured;
¥ Interrogated by a Jordanian secret agent who beat him with a belt

In a habeas corpus petition in US federal court, Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab's lawyers state 
that he and other detainees from Yemen held in Guant‡namo Bay have been held virtually 
incommunicado, and forced to provide statements or confessions while under torture and 
duress. 

At his Combatant Status Review Tribunal, Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab told his captors: "If 
you have any evidence against me that shows I am an enemy of the United States or that I 
fought against the United States, I am willing to face that trial."  The President of the 
Tribunal replied: "This is not a trial. This is not a legal proceeding. This is a military tribunal 
to determine whether you have been properly classified as an enemy combatant."  This was 
after Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab had been detained for nearly three years.  Abdel Malik Abdel 
Wahab repeatedly asked for proof or evidence that he was a member of al-Qaeda from those 
who would be determining his status, but his appeals were ignored.  The Tribunal ruled that 
Abdel Malik Abdel Wahab had correctly been designated as an "enemy combatant" and 
should remain in Guant‡namo Bay.

Case Study II: Mohammed el Gharani

Mohammed el Gharani, a Chadian national born and brought up in Saudi Arabia, decided to 
move abroad because he faced discrimination as a non-Saudi national of African origin and 
felt his prospects of economic or educational advancement were poor.  He went to Pakistan 
shortly before the September 11th 2001 attacks, reportedly to study English and gain IT skills. 

In October 2001, when he was 15 years old, Mohammed was praying in a mosque in 
Karachi, Pakistan when it was raided by the police.  After his arrest, Mohammed was first 
taken to a prison in Pakistan where he alleges abuses such as being hung by his wrists naked 
with his feet barely touching the floor for up to 16 hours a day, as well as being forced to 
drink lots of water before his interrogators tied his penis with string so that he could not 
urinate.

He was handed over to US custody, at which point he says that he was put in blue overalls, 
hooded, shackled, beaten and threatened with death.  He was taken by helicopter to 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, where he alleges that he was stripped naked and repeatedly beaten.

In January 2002, Mohammed el Gharani was one of the first "enemy combatants" to be 
transferred to Guant‡namo Bay.  Since arriving at Guantanamo Bay, Mohammed el Gharani 
alleges:
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¥ He was hung from hooks, with his feet not touching the ground, and then beaten. This 
happened around 30 times, for up to eight hours each time;

¥ He was moved between cells every 20 minutes so that he could not sleep;
¥ He was burned with a cigarette during an interrogation;
¥ On one occasion when guards were removing him from his cell he was pepper-

sprayed and guards in full riot gear slammed his head into the floor causing him to 
lose a tooth.

Contrary to claims that juveniles in Guant‡namo Bay have been held in conditions befitting 
their age, Mohammed has been held for over a year in Camp V, the highest security prison at 
Guant‡namo Bay. 

Eventually, Mohammed had a Combatant Status Review Tribunal hearing at Guantanamo to 
determine the appropriateness of his designation as an Òenemy combatant.Ó He was charged 
with entering Pakistan with a false passport, which was true. He was also accused of being in 
Tora Bora, an area of Afghanistan believed to be an al-Qaeda hideout. To this charge he 
answered, "Where's Tora Bora?" The tribunal found that Mohammed had been properly 
designated as an "enemy combatant."

Case Study III: Mustafa Ait Idir

Mustafa Ait Idir , a Bosnian citizen of Algerian origin, was arrested along with five other men 
in October 2001 by the federal police in Bosnia and Herzegovina on suspicion of 
involvement in an alleged plot to bomb the US embassy in Sarajevo.  On January 17, 2002, 
the investigative judge of the Bosnian Supreme Court ordered their release, stating that there 
were no further grounds for their detention.  Despite this, on their release the six men were 
immediately taken into custody by the federal police who handed them over to US forces on 
January 18, 2002.  They were subsequently transferred to Guant‡namo Bay, where they 
remain held.

Mustafa Ait Idir says that he has experienced torture and inhuman treatment at Guant‡namo. 
A lawsuit filed in April 2005 alleges that the following occurred during a cell search:

¥ His body and head were slammed into the steel bed and floor;
¥ Guards stuffed his face into the toilet and repeatedly pressed the flush button;
¥ A garden hose was pushed into his mouth and the water turned on until the water 

came out of his mouth and nose and he couldn't breathe.

Mustafa Ait Idir also alleges that on another occasion members of an Immediate Response 
Force at Guantanamo Bay assaulted him by:

¥ Forcing him to lie on the floor while men jumped on his back;
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¥ Throwing him onto crushed stones while a man jumped on the side of his head with 
his full weight;

¥ Twisting a middle finger and thumb almost to the point of breaking, dislocating two 
of his knuckles.

Mustafa Ait Idir states that he was refused any immediate medical treatment for injuries 
sustained during these assaults.  He is reported to have suffered a stroke shortly after the 
second incident, which left one side of his face paralyzed and makes it difficult for him to eat 
or drink. Despite his request to go to hospital he did not receive medical treatment for 10 
days. 

His continued detention in Guantanamo seems to be based upon the US militaryÕs claims that 
he is connected to an al-Qaeda operative, but they have refused to reveal the name of this 
supposed associate to Mustafa Ait Idir , thereby denying him the ability to properly defend 
himself against their allegations. Bosnian authorities have not been granted proper access to 
Ait Idir to assess the conditions of his detention.

Case Study IV:  Sami al Hajj

Sami al Hajj, a Sudanese journalist, was a cameraman for the television station al-Jazeera.  In 
early December 2001, he traveled to Afghanistan on his third ever assignment to cover the 
inauguration of the new government there. Sami al-Hajj was the only one of his crew taken 
into custody by Pakistani police on December 15th, 2001, while en route to the Afghan/
Pakistani border.  On January 7th, 2002, he was transferred to US custody and taken to 
Bagram air base in Afghanistan. 

Sami al Hajj has described the 16 days he spent in detention in Bagram air base as "the worst 
in my life".  He states that he was severely physically tortured and had dogs set upon him, 
that he was held in a cage inside a freezing aircraft hangar and was given insufficient, often 
frozen food. He was then transferred to Kandahar, where his abuse continued. Sami al Hajj 
alleges that while there he was beaten regularly, as well as subjected to sexual abuse by US 
soldiers, and forced into stress positions.

Sami al Hajj was transferred to Guant‡namo Bay on June 13th, 2002, where he remains.  He 
has been constantly interrogated about any possible links between his employers and Islamist 
extremists.  Sami al Hajj alleges that he has been subjected to a range of torture and ill-
treatment including:

¥ Shattering of his knee cap when guards at the camp stomped on his leg, after 
which he was refused rehabilitative treatment or the use of a cane;

¥ Beatings on the soles of his feet;
¥ Intimidation by military dogs on his arrival in Guant‡namo;
¥ Racist abuse and other discrimination for being black;
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¥ Denial of medication for treatment of throat cancer he had in 1998, a course of 
drugs that he was prescribed for the rest of his life. 

Sami al-Hajj has a five-year-old son, whom he has not seen in 4 years. His family has 
suffered both emotionally and financially since his unlawful detention, and his father has 
passed away while he has been in custody. While no formal charges or allegations against 
him have been made, it seems that the pretense for his detention is to find a link between al-
Jazeera and al-Qaeda.  In protest of his treatment, he has participated in multiple hunger 
strikes at Guantanamo Bay.

Take action on behalf of individuals being held at US Navel Base at Guantanamo Bay by 
insisting that their basic human rights be protected and that the detention facility be closed. 

Write to the US authorities:

¥ Stating that all detainees at Guantanamo Bay must be given fair trials that meet 
international fair trial standards or released unconditionally;

¥ Call for an independent investigation into the allegations of torture and ill-treatment of 
detainees in US custody, and that all those found responsible be brought to justice;

¥ Ask the US authorities not to return anyone to a country where they might face further 
human rights violations;

¥ Call for the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay to be closed and for all other "war on 
terror" detention facilities to be opened up to external scrutiny.

Write to: 

The Honorable Alberto Gonzales
Attorney General
US Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001, USA
Fax: 1 202 307 6777
Email: AskDOJ@usdoj.gov

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301
Fax: 703.697.8339

mailto:AskDOJ@usdoj.gov
mailto:AskDOJ@usdoj.gov
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Part III: Additional Resources and Background Documents

Websites
Amnesty International USAÕs Denounce Torture Initiative
https://denouncetorture.amnestyusa.org 

The Center for Constitutional Rights
www.ccr-ny.org

American Civil Liberties Union
www.aclu.edu

Torture Abolition and Support Survivors Coalition
www.tassc.org

Related Amnesty International Reports 
Amnesty InternationalÕs Briefing to the United Nations Committee Against Torture
Issued: May 3rd, 2006
http://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/usa/document.do?id=ENGAMR510612006

Below the Radar: Secret Flights to Torture and Disappearance
Issued: April 5th, 2006
http://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/usa/document.do?id=ENGAMR510512006

Guantanamo: Lives Torn Apart Ð The impact of indefinite detention on detainees and their 
families
Issued: February 6th, 2006
http://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/usa/document.do?id=ENGAMR510072006

Guantanamo and Beyond: The continuing pursuit of unchecked executive power
Issued: May 15th, 2005
http://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/usa/document.do?
id=4494BC984C8C552280256FE3004228E2

Suggested Books
Guantanamo and the Abuse of Presidential Power, by Joseph Margulies (publisher, Simon & 
Schuster, to be released on June 27th, 2006)

A Question of Torture: CIA Interrogation from the Cold War to the War on Terror, by Alfred 
McCoy (publisher, Metropolitan Books)

For God and Country: Faith and Patriotism Under Fire, by James Yee (publisher, 
PublicAffairs)

http://www.ccr-ny.org
http://www.ccr-ny.org
http://www.aclu.edu
http://www.aclu.edu
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Part IV: Petitions and Additional Action Opportunities

The petitions and individual actions at the end of this section target President Bush and 
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld.  However, you are welcome to use talking points 
from these actions to contact your Senator and Member of Congress to encourage that they 
support the closure of the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay as well.

Additional action opportunities include but are not limited to:
¥ Tell your friends and family to go see The Road to Guantanamo and give them a copy 

of this guide so they are ready to take action after they see the film!
¥ Register to receive regular updates about actions to stop the use of torture and 

inhuman treatment in the US-led Òwar on terrorÓ through the Denounce Torture 
initiative at http://denouncetorture.amnestyusa.org.

¥ Download Amnesty International USAÕs Denounce Torture Teach-in Guide and host a 
special teach-in against the use of torture in the Òwar on terrorÓ in your community.  
You can view the guide at: http://denouncetorture.amnestyusa.org/site/pp.asp?
c=fnKNKUOyHqE&b=1184263

¥ Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper condemning the human rights 
abuses committed at Guantanamo and other US detention centers around the world.  
Call for the closure of the detention center at Guantanamo Bay.

¥ Visit the Amnesty International USA website to get involved in activities in your 
community.  You can find the local group nearest you by visiting http://
www.amnestyusa.org/activism/, or by contacting the regional office nearest you at toll 
free 866.A.REGION.

http://www.amnestyusa.org/activism/
http://www.amnestyusa.org/activism/
http://www.amnestyusa.org/activism/
http://www.amnestyusa.org/activism/


President George Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 
Fax: 202.456.2461

Dear President Bush:

I am extremely concerned that the US government continues to detain hundred of men from over 30 
countries in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba the vast majority without charge.  Allegations of torture and 
other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment have plagued the US since it first transferred detainees 
to Guantanamo, making Guantanamo Bay a symbol of the US governmentÕs refusal to comply with 
fundamental human rights law.

The prohibition on torture and arbitrary and indefinite detention are non-derrogable, even in times of 
emergency.  With many of the men in their fifth year of detention, I urge you to close the detention 
facilities at Guantanamo Bay.  For all those in detention, if they are to be charged they should be 
charged with a recognizable criminal offense and given a fair trial that meets international standards.  
For the rest, they should be released unconditionally, and not be returned to a country where they face 
torture, execution or further indefinite detention.  Every detainee should be given an opportunity to 
make refugee or asylum claims if they fear return to their country of origin.

All governments are responsible for the security of their citizens and those living between their 
borders, but security can not be achieved without respect for human rights and the rule of law - the 
detention regime at Guantanamo Bay respects neither.  The US government should close Guantanamo 
and return to a commitment to respect the human rights and human dignity of all people.

Sincerely,

Name      Address      

            

            

            

            

            

            

            
Please send copies of completed petitions to: Amnesty International USA, Denounce Torture, 600 
Pennsylvania Ave SE 5th Fl, Washington DC, 20003.



The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301
Fax: 703.697.8339

Dear Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld:

I am extremely concerned that the US government continues to detain hundred of men from over 30 
countries in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba the vast majority without charge.  Allegations of torture and 
other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment have plagued the US since it first transferred detainees 
to Guantanamo, making Guantanamo Bay a symbol of the US governmentÕs refusal to comply with 
fundamental human rights law.

The prohibition on torture and arbitrary and indefinite detention are non-derrogable, even in times of 
emergency.  With many of the men in their fifth year of detention, I urge you to close the detention 
facilities at Guantanamo Bay.  For all those in detention, if they are to be charged they should be 
charged with a recognizable criminal offense and given a fair trial that meets international standards.  
For the rest, they should be released unconditionally, and not be returned to a country where they face 
torture, execution or further indefinite detention.  Every detainee should be given an opportunity to 
make refugee or asylum claims if they fear return to their country of origin.

All governments are responsible for the security of their citizens and those living between their 
borders, but security can not be achieved without respect for human rights and the rule of law - the 
detention regime at Guantanamo Bay respects neither.  The US government should close Guantanamo 
and return to a commitment to respect the human rights and human dignity of all people.

Sincerely,

Name      Address      

            

            

            

            

            

            

            
Please send copies of completed petitions to: Amnesty International USA, Denounce Torture, 600 
Pennsylvania Ave SE 5th Fl, Washington DC, 20003.



President George Bush
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1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 
Fax: 202.456.2461
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close the detention facilities at Guantanamo Bay.  For all those in detention, if they are to be 
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should close Guantanamo and return to a commitment to respect the human rights and human 
dignity of all people.

Sincerely,



The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301 
Fax: 703.697.8339

Dear Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld:

I am extremely concerned that the US government continues to detain hundred of men from 
over 30 countries in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba the vast majority without charge.  Allegations of 
torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment have plagued the US since it first 
transferred detainees to Guantanamo, making Guantanamo Bay a symbol of the US 
governmentÕs refusal to comply with fundamental human rights law.

The prohibition on torture and arbitrary and indefinite detention are non-derrogable, even in 
times of emergency.  With many of the men in their fifth year of detention, I urge you to 
close the detention facilities at Guantanamo Bay.  For all those in detention, if they are to be 
charged they should be charged with a recognizable criminal offense and given a fair trial 
that meets international standards.  For the rest, they should be released unconditionally, and 
not be returned to a country where they face torture, execution or further indefinite detention.  
Every detainee should be given an opportunity to make refugee or asylum claims if they fear 
return to their country of origin.

All governments are responsible for the security of their citizens and those living between 
their borders, but security can not be achieved without respect for human rights and the rule 
of law - the detention regime at Guantanamo Bay respects neither.  The US government 
should close Guantanamo and return to a commitment to respect the human rights and human 
dignity of all people.

Sincerely,


